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Welcome to the Marching Trucker Band

Pride – Dedication – Spirit

Band Director – Mr. Jeff Warren
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Band Leadership and Points of Contact

	POC
	POSITION
	PHONE
	E-MAIL

	Jeff Warren
	Band Director
	757-686-2500
	Jeffrey.warren@pps.k12.va.us

	Lisa Lopez
	Booster President
	757-686-3787
	Lisalo91@cox.net

	Nancy Reid
	Booster Vice President
	757-560-8993
	nancydotcom@verizon.net

	Seymour Lopez
	Booster Treasurer
	757-686-3787
	seylopez@yahoo.com

	Terri Aebel
	Booster Secretary
	757-399-3196
	terriaebel@cox.net

	
	
	
	

	
	Uniform Coordinator (MB)
	
	

	Jill Kelly
	Uniform Coordinator (Guard)
	
	twistedboogoose@cox.net

	John Reid
	Concession Coordinator
	757-560-6579
	jgreid@verizon.net



	Regina Jones
	Chaperone Coordinator
	757-537-5013
	Reginaj5@verizon.net

	
	Marching Instructor
	
	

	Imogene Warren
	Auxiliary Instructor
	
	imogene_warren@hotmail.com

	
	Nominating Committee
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Purpose

The purpose of this handbook is to provide important information pertaining to band class and band related extracurricular activities.  The information contained in this handbook is not intended to convey official policy of the Portsmouth School Board or Churchland High School.  It is a collection of information and guidelines that will help new students make a smooth transition into the high school band organization and provide a quick reference the seasoned veterans.  It is intended to supplement information from the Band Staff that will provide detailed information throughout the school year.

The CHS Band Program

Introduction  

Welcome to the Churchland High School Band Program.  The Churchland High School Band Program is an academic and extra curricular program in the Fine Arts that help students develop a sense of belonging, pride, discipline and accomplishment.  The program consists of three main elements including academic band class, marching band and concert band.  While not required, most students enrolled in a band class will participate in either marching band, concert band or both.

For a student who is new to high school, the marching band program can give a great head start by meeting other school students of all grades before the school year starts since band camp is held in August.  For all members, band participation is sure to provide wonderful times and happy memories.  Participating in band, especially as a marching unit, is an experience unlike any other and becomes an important part of every member’s lifelong development and appreciation for music.  Even though it demands hard work and discipline, the thrill and excitement a band member experiences after a great performance is never forgotten.

Expectations

Attendance 

The policy for attendance is the same for all band members.  Membership in the CHS Band implies one’s commitment to attend all rehearsals, band camps and performances.  Students are expected to notify the Band Director 48 hours advance with a written note if they are going to be unable to attend a practice or scheduled performance.  Students who work are asked to make every effort to schedule work hours to minimize conflicts.
*Any unexcused rehearsals will result in the REMOVAL fro the next competition or football game.  We will march the hole!
Discipline

The CHS Band operates on a principle of hard work and mutual respect among its members.  Based on the nature of the organization, band discipline must be strict.  Band students and parents must be willing to accept these ideals, principles and rules of the organization.  Because band members are always on display, each member must be constantly aware of their behavior and how that behavior reflects on the school and band unit.   It is imperative that order and discipline be maintained and that the band functions as one unit.  Unacceptable behavior will not be tolerated. The director has the prerogative to deny the privilege of participation to any student who fails to meet announced dress and grooming requirements. Such absences are unexcused.

Suspensions

A student under suspension is not in good standing with the school, and may not participate in music activities or receive honors awarded during the suspension period. No make up will be allowed for work missed while the student is suspended.

Band Rules

· Drinking alcohol or taking non-prescription drugs will not be tolerated and will result in immediate dismissal

· Smoking, dipping, and chewing of tobacco or tobacco products will not be tolerated  

· All students are expected to behave properly at all times.  Anyone guilty of gross misbehavior will be dismissed

· Absolutely no hazing or initiation of rookies in any form will be tolerated

· All school rules will be enforced.

· Absences from regularly scheduled rehearsals will not be tolerated and may result in loss of position

· Talking during rehearsals while instruction is being given by staff or student leadership will not be tolerated

· All student must attend band activities unless excused by the band director or other appropriate staff

· Students are expected to remain with the band as a group before and after performances

· Courtesy is expected at all times.  

· When assigned to a group or bus, students are expected to remain with the group and keep the assigned chaperone advised on their whereabouts

· Public displays of affection are inappropriate at any time while participating in band activities

Responsibility of Students

· Follow and obey the rules outlined above

· Participate in events

· Be on time

· Be respectful of and courteous to others

· Be responsible to bring necessary items for performances (shoes, socks, gloves, etc)

· Take proper care of band property including instruments and uniforms

· The success and reputation of the band is built on the character and musicianship you display.  We expect you to do your best.

CHS Band Booster Organization

The CHS Band Booster Organization exists for the sole purpose of supporting the activities of the marching and concert bands both financial and otherwise.  Members consist of volunteer parents, guardians and other adults that make sure the students have the resources and equipment needed for a first rate program.  

The Band Boosters are organized and administered by an elected board of directors that meet monthly.  Band parents or guardians are needed to participate in Band Booster activities and attend all band parent meetings.  WE NEED PARENTAL SUPPORT! EVERYONE MUST HELP OUT in order to have a quality program.  Participation will enable parents and guardians the opportunity to make a difference in their child’s musical education, to know what’s going on, meet some new friends and possibly have some fun along the way.

Band Fees

Extracurricular activities including marching and concert band require that the participants pay the associated cost.  Although the Band receives some support from school, funding is limited and the students and CHS Band Booster Organization pay the majority of operation and maintenance costs.  Band Fees for the 2009-2010 school year are as follows:


Marching Band Fees:



$175


Concert Fees:




$  30 ( if required)


Tee Shirt




$  10


Marching Trucker Warm-up Jacket


$   40 (may purchase)

A deposit is required for returning students before the end of the school year to secure a position.

Marching Band fees and remaining balance are due and payable at registration, usually held during the August Band Camp. 

Members having financial difficulty in meeting their band commitments may be eligible to set up other payment alternatives through the Band Booster Treasurer or President.  Concert Band fees are collected at the beginning of the second semester, usually in January if required.

MARCHING BAND MEMBERS will be required to purchase their 3 ring binders and small notebook.  Students are responsible for their music and drill charts.
Other Participation Expenses

Each member is required to have the following items in order to participate in band performances: (prices are approximate and are subject to change based on our suppliers)


Black Marching Shoes:  $30.00  (may be ordered through the uniform coordinator)


White Gloves (2 pr):  $10.00 / pair


Black Socks


Black Guard Shoes for Color Guard Members:  $32.00


Concert Attire:  Will be worn at least four (4) times per year (for those in concert band)

Young men: Black Tuxedo or Suit, white shirt, cummerbund and bowtie or black tie and black   shoes. 

Young ladies:  Black gown with white sash – Purchase for $75

Other fees and expenses may be incurred throughout the year to cover some optional or previously unplanned travel or trip cost.   Optional items members may want to purchase during the year include band photographs and souvenirs from various band competitions.  

What Band Dues Cover

It requires a significant amount of funding to operate a band program, especially the marching band segment.  The band dues collected by the CHS Band Boosters only cover a small portion of those costs.  The balance of the funds required is obtained from concessions, fundraisers and donations.  The following list provides a representative sample of items funded by band fees:

· Marching and Color Guard instructors

· Music and Program Plots

· Uniform maintenance and cleaning

· Transportation

· Band Camp refreshments

· Awards

· Awards Banquet

· Competition Fees

· Instructional items requested by the Band Director

Band Uniforms

Fitting for band uniforms will typically be done during the summer band camp that is held in mid to late August.  The jacket and trousers will be hemmed to provide a “best fit” at that time.  If the band members has a growth spurt during the year or has a problem with the uniform fit, they must notify the uniform coordinator as soon as possible.  Don’t wait until the day before a competition to inform the coordinator about a problem.  Band members are expected to be diligent in the care of their uniform.  The following uniform rules are important and will help us better maintain the uniforms, look sharp on the field of competition and avoid costly repairs or replacement:


· Keep uniform on the hanger until ready for wear

· Adjust trouser suspenders so you don’t walk on the bottom of the legs

· Return the uniform to the uniform room and place it in its proper locker location

· Notify the uniform coordinator of missing buttons, broken zippers, etc.

· Don’t drop or abuse helmet or plume.

· Return helmet to storage box after use

· Wear uniforms with pride 

· Do not wear jewelry with uniforms during competitions

· Keep shoes clean, polished and tied while wearing.

· Bring a clean pair of black socks every time the uniform is to be worn.  

CARE OF EQUIPMENT

The rehearsal, performance, and storage rooms are not to be used for personal storage or for waste materials. Student lockers are to be used for storing personal items, only.

Careful handling and cleanliness of music and dance instruments and equipment are very important. Inspections of instruments, music, music and dance folders, and uniforms will be held periodically. Uniforms will also be inspected before each performance.

Students using school owned instruments and/or uniforms are required to pay a fee and must sign a contract with the school district. The instrument/uniform is to be used only by the person to which it is assigned. That person is responsible for damages that may occur to the instrument/uniform due to abuse. The school system shall determine the company that will be authorized to make repairs for the instrument/uniform. The parent(s) and student shall be responsible for restitution of any instrument/uniform that is stolen while in the possession of the student.
Uniform Prices

Uniforms are big-ticket items so we must do everything possible to extend their service life for as long as possible.  The replacement cost for uniform parts are as follows: 


· Coat
   $120.00



· Trousers
$80.00
  

· Shako                    $50.00



· Plume                    $30.00



· Gauntlets              $25.00

· Color Guard         $125.00



Fund Raisers

Several fundraisers will be coordinated each year to raise funds for band operation and new uniforms.  Members and their parents / guardians are expected to participate in fund raising activities.  This not only helps provide critical funds to support the band but also helps to keep student band fees low.   Typical fundraisers include the Trucker Classic Band Competition, Carnival, various product sales and car washes.  We also are always looking for new and creative fund raising opportunities as well as sponsorship from various civic and business organizations.    

Marching Competition, Parades and Public Performances

Marching Competitions

The Band director will schedule several competitions throughout the normal marching season.  These are typically held on selected Saturdays during the months of September through November.  CHS Marching band will compete with other bands of similar size and are judged on factors such as general effect, horn line, drum line, musical and marching precision, color guard, and drum major performance.  CHS has a history of being very competitive at these events as witnessed by the many trophies and plaques located in the school band room. 

Parades

CHS Marching Band will typically participate in 3-4 parades per year.  Recent parades include:

· Fish Bowl Parade (Portsmouth)

· Downtown Holiday Parade and Lighting (Norfolk)

· Youth Expo Parade (Portsmouth)

· Memorial Day Parade (Portsmouth)

Other Public Performances

The CHS Band will normally perform at all home football games and will have a half time performance to demonstrate their marching and musical program for the season.  The CHS Band also supports many activities in our community and will perform at public events where possible.  These events may include “grand openings”, celebrity and heritage events, and local government activities.  

Transportation Policies

Marching competitions will require travel by bus.  The band will travel by Portsmouth City School buses for local competitions in the Tidewater area.   Charter busses will be used to transport band members and chaperones to competitions beyond the local commuting area (Currently 60 miles).  Information and permission slips for all trips will be sent home with the student.  All travel will originate and conclude at CHS.  The normal meeting point is located on the side of CHS adjacent to the band room (bus circle).   

Bus Procedures and Etiquette.

The following guidelines and rules apply to all students when traveling on either city or charted buses:

· Students will be assigned to a bus and chaperone by the Band Director

· No one gets on a bus until directed to do so by a chaperone or band staff member

· Bus rides should be fun within reason.  No excessively loud noise and no profanity

· Stay seated while the bus is moving

· Keep the aisles of the bus free of instruments and other stuff

· Place instruments under the seats or in overhead bins if provided

· Remain seated until given directions for unloading

· Depending on conditions the chaperones or band director will make any necessary announcements upon arrival and prior to any student departing the bus

· Listen up for any important instructions or announcements

· Clean up your seating area.  Take all your trash and personal belongs when departing the bus.  The band director, chaperones, bus driver, etc are not responsible to check for personal belongings left on the bus or at any venues.

· Tips for Traveling

                Traveling can be a major challenge for a hundred plus students and chaperones.  The following tips                  will help members overcome these challenges and have a more enjoyable experience.

· Make sure to have all necessary items packed and ready the night before a trip.  Uniforms are kept at the school so they should not be an issue. 

· Make sure to bring white gloves, black socks and shoes.

· Recommend bringing a small backpack or duffle bag to hold these items and additional clothing

· Dress for the weather; bring long johns etc if the temperature is expected to be below 45 degrees

· Bring a CD player or portable radio with headphones for long trips

· Bring personal funds to purchase meals, snacks, drinks, etc.  The Boosters may provide refreshments for some trips depending on circumstances 

· Keep control of personal belongings and make sure they are removed from the bus at the appropriate time.

· The Band Director and chaperones are not responsible for items left on the bus. 

Band Camp

A band camp is held each year at CHS for all marching band members.  Band camp is probably the most important 2-3 weeks of the year for the Truckers.  This period provides the opportunity to firmly establish performance standards and will set the stage for the remainder of the marching season.  

Tips for Band Camp

Since band camp is held in august, expect it to be hot!  Students will be given breaks through the day for restroom and water breaks.    The following tips are provided to make band camp a more enjoyable experience:

· Bring instrument and any accessories

· Wear comfortable shoes with socks 

· Wear a hat

· ALL students must have a small notebook called a DOTBOOK for their field coordinates.

· A # 2 pencil is required for every rehearsal
· Insect repellant (a must in Churchland!)

· Bring sunglasses

· Bring sunscreen

· Bring light energy snacks if desired 

· A lunch break is provided.  Bring your lunch or plan to visit on of the fast food joints nearby. 

· IMPORTANT!! Be sure to eat a good breakfast and lunch.  It’s hot and the pace is demanding – the sun can really zap your energy!
Band Camp Party

At the conclusion of Band Camp, the Band Boosters coordinate an end of camp party.  Additional information will be distributed during Band Camp depicting the exact type / location of party to be held.

Student Awards and Awards Banquet

The CHS Band Boosters sponsor an awards banquet each year to celebrate our accomplishments and to recognize those students, staff and parent volunteers that have made the success of the band a reality.  Students in good standing (dues fully paid) will be invited to attend at no cost.  Parents and family members may be required to purchase a ticket (Usually less than $10 ea) to cover the cost of the meal.
Concert Band Information

The Concert Band season starts about the time Marching season concludes.  Concert Band is required to have formal attire, which is described previously in this handbook.  Scheduled performances for concert band include the holiday performance in early December, District Festival in February where band students compete individually for a position (chair) in the district band and the spring concert which is held in May.  The concert band will also perform at Graduation in June.  Graduating seniors are invited back for one final performance with the band during graduation ceremonies (if practicable).

OUTSIDE PERFORMANCES AND REHEARSALS

Performances give the student the opportunity to demonstrate mastery of the material that has been learned. Performances are similar to unit or nine-week tests in other classes. Announced, after class rehearsals for these programs are necessary and required to complete the finishing touches for performances that cannot be accomplished during the regular class time. This is especially the case with performances that combine more than one class, such as winter and spring concerts, recitals, musicals, festivals, parades, competitions, or halftime marching band shows, or in the case of small ensembles or solo preparation.

Students are expected to participate in rehearsals and performances assigned for their class. If there is a legitimate problem with meeting this requirement, the student must follow the outlined procedure. In all other cases, students who do not participate in assigned required rehearsals or performances will not meet the requirements for the course, and will therefore receive an unsatisfactory grade for these activities. This may result in a failing grade for the grading period when grades are averaged.

Students should realize that membership in a musical or dance performance organization demands extra time in addition to the regular class period. While effort is applied to limiting rehearsal time outside of class, some extra time will be required at some time during the year. The student should be willing and able to give this time cheerfully in order to produce musical or dance performances in which the student, the school, and the community can take pride.
District Band
ALL students must audition for the District 4 band in December.  Participation in District events builds camaraderie with other area school music programs and also serves as a benchmark for the students at an individual level.  Information about District events can always be found at www.vboda4.org.

District Festival
The District Concert Band Festival is held each year in early March.  The VBODA hosts this Festival each year in every district in that State of Virginia.  Music must be selected from the VBODA manual and a three judge panel evaluates the performance.  Ratings are given to each band and posted on the VBODA website.

The ratings are as follows:

I = Superior

II = Excellent

III = Good

IV = Fair

V = Poor

The band must enter into a category based upon the level of music that will be performed ranging from grades I (easiest) to VI (hardest) 

The District Festival is a REQUIREMENT for all students in the concert band and the grade will be weighted accordingly.

Winter and Spring Concerts
The concert band also performs a minimum of 2 other concerts in the school usually in conjunction with the rest of the Fine Arts Department.  Performances are vital to participation in any school music program and therefore are also a requirement for students in the class.  All performances are a graded activity.

Class requirements
The following instruments are provided by the school but may be limited:  Tubas, baritones, large percussion instruments, oboes, bassoons, bass clarinets, French horns.  MOUTHPIECES and REEDS are the responsibility of the student.

A $25.00 rental fee is charged by the school system for students using a school instrument. It is every music student’s responsibility to take the utmost care of equipment, instruments, music, uniforms, and folders.
All other instruments:

All students must have the proper mouthpieces and reeds for class performance.  Woodwind players must have a minimum of 3 working reeds at all times.  Reeds should be rotated daily for playing consistency.

Brass players should have valve oil and slide grease so that the instrument is properly lubricated.

The Churchland Band recommends CALAMAS MUSIC on West 21st Street in Norfolk, VA for repairs, maintenance, reeds and mouthpieces.

PERCUSSION REQUIREMENTS

One pair of concert band sticks  (Vic Firth SD1 General)  

One pair of yarn marimba mallets.  

One pair of hard rubber xylophone mallets

Marching band sticks must be matched within the section.  The band provides bass drum mallets.  Snare sticks must all be taped white with only one layer of tape.  NO black or candy striped sticks or heavy taping allowed.

Quad players MUST use the proper tenor mallets.  NO SNARE STICKS!

Rubber practice pad.  Not every player can play on the drums at all times and practice pads are required for class.  The band room is much too live for multiple players on the drums.  No playing on floors or stands.

NO MARCHING STICKS are to be used on concert percussion equipment.

Monitor continuously the student’s progress.

Encourage the student to take advantage of quality music opportunities, which may be available in the school or community.

Communicate openly with the director.

Visit rehearsals and attend concerts and performances when possible.

Become an active participant of the parents’ organization.
Website!

The Churchland High School Band maintains a website complete with information and contact points vital to the program, as well as links to important District and State music websites.

The website can be found at www.churchlandband.com or www.marchingtruckers.com

Be sure to set the Churchland Band website as your homepage or on your favorites bar to check regularly for information about performances, practices, forms, schedules, events, fundraisers and LINKS to other important musical and informational websites.

The marching band booster email is chsmarchingtruckers@yahoo.com

2009-2010 CHS TRUCKER BAND HANDBOOK ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

I HAVE READ, UNDERSTAND, AND WILL COMPLY WITH THE REQUIREMENTS OUTLINED IN THE 2009-2010 CHS TRUCKER BANDBOOK

________________________

_____________

STUDENT’S SIGNATURE



DATE

I HAVE READ AND UNDERSTAND THE REQUIREMENTS OUTLINED IN THE 2009-2010 CHS TRUCKER BAND HANDBOOK. I AGREE TO ENSURE THAT MY SON/DAUGHTER WILL COMPLY WITH THESE REQUIREMENTS AS WELL

_________________________________

__________________

PARENT/GUARDIAN SIGNATURE


DATE
IMPORTANT!  If you are a student or parent that has a question or concern regarding the operation or policies of the CHS Band, please contact the Band Director, A Booster Officer.   





IMPORTANT!!! -- Students who have not paid their dues by the start of the school year will not be issued a uniform and will not be permitted to participate in extracurricular activities sponsored by the Band Boosters.
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